




 

 

Consensus Meeting Immigration Study Committee 
 (Ann Hardy & Ginny Tarika, Co-chairs) 
 

This meeting, to come to consensus will take place at the Fruitville Library on Thursday, Janu-
ary 24, 2008, from 2-4:30. Please note the 2 ½ hour time.   An outline of the questions to be 
addressed is included in this Voter. Also, we would like to encourage all of you to go to: 
http://www.lwv.org and, on the Immigration Study site, read over, and possibly print up the 4 
Brief papers and those of the 8 Background papers that are of interest to you. 
 

We members of the committee have been reading and clipping articles concerning our nation’s 
immigration policies and practices, and are looking forward to a lively discussion at the con-
sensus meeting. Do join us!! 
 

 
 

LVWUS IMMIGRATION STUDY2008  
Consensus Discussion and Questions 

 
The Consensus Questions will each be discussed at the January Meeting.  Take a few moments 
to think about these.  For questions 1-6 you will be asked to designate these items High PRI-
ORITY (H), LOWER PRIORITY (L), or if you DISAGREE (D). 
 
Allotted time for Questions 1 and 2:  40 minutes 
Question 1: Who may enter our country as an immigrant is subject to much discussion.  Here 
are three criteria that Federal immigration laws could take into consideration: 

- Environmental Impact/sustainability 
- Ethnic and cultural diversity 
- Immigrant characteristics: 

- Health 
- Age 
- History of criminal activity 
- Educational and training 
 

Question 2: Historically the U.S. has issued visas for family members of those already here, for 
workers, for refugees and asylees, and temporarily for students.     LWVUS is asking us to as-
sign priorities on 1) the value that should be placed on each of these criteria as immigration 
policies are being considered, and 2) the provision of efficient, expeditious systems in each 
area (with minimal or no backlogs) for legal entry into the U.S. 

- Family reunification of authorized immigrants and citizens with spouse and minor 
children 

- Rights of families to remain together 
- Economic, business and service employment needs 
- Humanitarian crises/political persecution in home countries 
- Temporary students 

 
Allotted time for Question 3:  20 minutes 
Question 3: How should unauthorized immigrants currently in the U.S. be treated? 

- Deport unauthorized immigrants 
- Deport some/allow some to earn legal adjustment of status based on length of resi-

dence in U.S. 
- Deport some/allow some to earn legal adjustment of status based on needs of U.S. 

employers 
- Allow all to earn legal adjustment of status by doing things such as paying taxes, 

studying civics, learning English, etc. 
- If deported, assess fines before possible re-entry 
- Assess fines before allowed to earn legal adjustment of status 
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Allotted time for Question 4:  10 minutes 
Question 4: In order to deal more effectively with unauthorized immigrants, Federal immigra-
tion law should include: 
 
A social security card or other national identification card with secure identifiers for all per-
sons residing in the U.S. Verification documents, such as green cards and work permits with 
secure identifiers 
 
Allotted time for Question 5:  15 minutes 
Question 5: Which methods should be used to enforce Federal immigration law? 
 

- Physical barriers (such as fences) and surveillance at borders 
- Increased personnel at land, air and sea entry points 
- More effective tracking of persons with non-immigrant visas until they leave the 

county 
- Improved technology to facilitate employer verification of employee visa status 
- Significant fines proportionate to revenue for employers who fail to take adequate 

steps to verify work authorization of employees 
 - Improved technology for sharing information among Federal agencies              
 
Allotted time for Questions 6:  10 minutes 
Question 6.  At the same time that various forms of enforcement may be advisable, we need to 
take into consideration the rights of all individuals to fair treatment. 
 

- Rights of all individuals in U.S. to fair treatment under the law (fair hearing, right to 
counsel, right of appeal and human treatment) 

- Rights of workers to safe working conditions and livable wages 
 
For questions 7 and 8 -  Do you agree or disagree? 
 
Allotted time for Questions 7:  10 minutes 
Question 7: Federal immigration law should address and balance the long-term Federal finan-
cial benefit from immigrants with the financial costs borne by states and local governments 
with large immigrant populations. 
 
Allotted time for Question 8:  15 minutes 
Questions 8:  Federal immigration law should be coordinated with U.S. foreign policy to proac-
tively help improve economies, education and job opportunities, and living conditions of na-
tions with large emigrating populations  
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FIVE EASY WAYS TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE FOR OUR PLANET,  
OUR PEOPLE 
  
- Use an eco-friendly reusable bag for shopping 
- Do not print Gas or ATM receipts to save paper 
- Recycle as many items at home versus throwing 
 away  
- Decorate an artificial Christmas tree 
- Use CFL Light bulbs all throughout my home  

lwvsc@comcast.net        941-921-9778                                           

League of Women Voters, Sarasota County 
6120 S Lockwood Ridge Rd. 
Sarasota,  FL  34231 
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